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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES, 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Closing of laboratory work in connection with the joint inspection of 
the Chinese, Japanese, and Latin quarters of San Francisco, Col. — 
Bacteriological examination of rats and distribution of Danysz virus 
to be continued under direction of city board of health. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Currie reports, April 25, as follows: 

All the laboratory property in my charge, excepting a few articles 
which for the present are found indispensable, has been transferred 
to the quarantine station at Angel Island. 

After conference with the several official bodies with which we have 
been in close relations during the past few years, it was decided by 
them to dispense with all work now being performed at the city's 
expense, except the trapping and bacteriological examination of rats 
and the distribution of Danysz virus. These measures will be continued 
for the next two years under the direction of the laboratory of the 
city board of health. 

The State board of health has not determined just what reduction, 
if any, they will make in the number of persons they employ in the 
inspection of Chinatown. 

At a meeting of the public health commission of California on 
April 22, the subject of continuing the necropsy of bodies of persons 
dying in the Chinese quarter after the closing of our morgue on April 
30 was discussed, but no decision reached. Among the suggestions 
that were made was to continue to hold necropsies in the Chinese 
undertaking shops, or possibly in the coroner's morgue. In case one of 
these plans is adopted, the Service representative will be expected to 
continue to perform this duty or, should he later be withdrawn by 
bureau orders, this work is to devolve upon one of the State inspect- 
ors. This matter will probably be definitely decided at an early date. 

Epidemic of smallpox at Georgetown, S. C. , extinct. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Bailey reports, April 24, as follows: 
The epidemic of smallpox, previously reported, no longer exists. 
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